Comparative plasma levels of androgens and 17 beta-estradiol in the diploid and triploid newt, Pleurodeles waltl.
Seasonal changes in the plasma levels of androgens (testosterone plus dihydrotestosterone) and 17 beta-estradiol in diploid and triploid adult newts, Pleurodeles waltl were studied. In both male and female diploid individuals, large variations were reported with highest levels being found during breeding periods. In triploid newts seasonal variations were also found, similar to the diploid ones, but the plasma concentrations of the 17 beta-estradiol and androgens in triploid females and androgens in triploid males were lower throughout the year than those reported for the diploids. This difference is discussed in relation to the genetic sexual constitution.